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these; but the last, Lieutenant Turner, came
in on the 1st January, three days after, having
had several hair-breadth escapes.

The disasters of this day were owing solely to
the irretrievable error of Major Ludlow, in allow-
ing himself to attempt the stockade before he had
formed His men, and established the post he was
ordered to occupy. Had he first secured his foot-
ing on the ridge, those who were driven back would
have found a point to rally upon, and the attempt
at a coup-de-main, whether successful or not, would
have beeti of no consequence. It must, at the
same time, be acknowledged that had the native
troops been sufficiently officered, it would have
been easy to have made head at the Jumpta tem-
ple; and it was natural for Major Ludlow to con-
clude that he would have found his main body
ready formed there to support him; but the fault
of the system, and the casualties of the war, had
unfortunately so thinned the ranks of officers,* that
the nine companies of the 1st bat. 6th N. L had no
moi;e than three on duty, and this deficiency was
the principal cause of the disastrous event on this
side.

The prudence and good conduct of Matj^e*
Richards in the occupation and defence of Ihtte po-

* Thirty officer had' bfeen kilted and wduftdsd in the ope-,
rations before Nalapanee alone.